The Citizen

Newsletter of the Berkhamsted Citizens Association A Y
Working for the social and civic life of our community March 201@&\
Annual General Meeting Nk

NOTICE is hereby given that the 85th Annual General Meetihthe Berkhamsted Citi t( Association
will be held in the Wellcome Great Hall of the Towall, Berkhamsted\hn
Thursday 11th March 2010 at 8 p.m. e AN)
Nominations for the posts of Chairman, Vice-Chainmdon. Treasurer, Hon. Secre ﬁf?ary, Hon. Membership
Secretary, Independent Examiner and Committee Mesrdbmwuld be submltteek/wihé Hon. Secretary
(Miranda Cummins, 27 North Road, Berkhamsted, HBU)3not later than \24/hours before the AGM.

Consent of the person nominated must be obtairedqusly. \\(// ~
Agend P
genda \///
\
1. Apologies for absence 5. Election of Offlcers\MQ
2. Minutes of the last AGM 6. Election of Comm’t@ embers
3. Chairman’s Report 7. Appointment oH pendenExamlners
4. Treasurer's Report 8. Any other Qusmes;s>
\
BCA Environment Awards 2009 K
= \

2009 was a difficult year for everyone, partlcwahe\@gnsftructlon industry. A small number of segjgpons
were put forward, but the Committee decided tHis year only, it would look at these togethith the
ones completed in 2010 for next year's awards: @alt John Cook has kindly agreed to give atdiatik
on past developments featured for the awar/ds%ﬁmwm illustrated slides.
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Following a short break to incluaéne or frm&lglce/ and ‘nibbles’:

Open Forum /;"\
Finally there will be an Open For \X/hlch mengbeill be able to ask questions and make comments.
We are particularly interested in; your/ldeas on hlo#vAssociation can help improve your town.
// \\\ /
It is hoped that as many memb\%rS“as possible tayl t® make this a lively end to the proceedings!
Nl=—

Chairman’s comments \
u // \‘}
Oh dear! It's all tip/ef¢¢< snow lack of salt, laafkgritting, the winter weather is not “global wang” nor
“climate change"\TéﬁL e to collect rubbish (besawf weather or Christmas or both), return ofstagion
car-park leveltw (hOTI’OI‘ movie?) , etc., etc. \Mé&k all happened before and we know our anasstoped
and we knomQQ/e ave coped in the past. Does théammedd it/us all up to a frenzy? We do hear, hoarev
of many talgs of- péople helping friends, neighb@und strangers in adverse circumstances so leipesdnd
acknovyledge “that typical British stoicism endured defuses/dilutes the ailments of our societye lgbes
on and gvé%/thlng usually gets back to normal (edetthat is!).
// \\ —/
I am>not oklng for sympathy or similar, but myayestarted with a near miss on setting fire to rognf, a
of my computer for over a month (“thanks”P@ World), loss of the e-mail address | had chedsor
(( ﬁea} y 9years (“thanks” to SKY), running out dfleecause “we can’t guarantee a delivery date/epetwo
\Weeks in advance), loss of electricity in half ngnte (cause unknown at present) and all this orotdpe
monster fly tip in my drive that happened towars ¢nd of last year.
| am still here, life goes on and my new e-mailradd is listed on the back page.




Activities Sub-Committee There are currently 61 members with outstanding

Rita Jones, Chairman, reports: subscriptions. If you are one of them, a seconunder
will be enclosed with this newsletter. Thank y. ut\ﬁeb
Oriental Rugs Brighten a Damp Evening 140 members who have already recently paigk,ii:\\

Robert Aigin of Gallery Nomad brightened what must N S0 ‘\‘\\RﬁV‘j

have been one of the wettest nights of 2009 with @U know what the Citizens Association d Fek
selection of beautiful and colourful oriental cage&ome @ friend and/or a neighbour if they are membefsot,
30 members and friends braved the heavy rain aRfcourage them to join by sending me £5 along thiitir
enormous puddles for a most entertaining and indtiva  N@me and address. Shall we try ano@ it badietsame
talkk and informal discussion about carpets andrthdfVelas itwas two years ago? /C N
identification; some bringing along their own forg N

) e : s n behalf of the Committee, | W(ziu like to sayesyvbig
identification. Even though we discovered that scsiik thank you to all the deIiverers,,wﬁgm‘/We are apake for

carpets were actually mercerised cotton, one of tB?anted, for both deIiverinQ(/gﬁd on many occasions,
messages we took away was that the pleasure opats collecting the subscription@’fa&xﬁéll. It makes gy &ll

us was more important than their Vall.Je' My t_hanks that more easy. Several hé\@bértainly been dofog 25
everyone for coming on such a depressing evenibhmipu years \\ T
: N4

especial thanks to Robert Aigin for making it s
worthwhile. Gritted teeth (rather than roads)
Susan Johnson s‘\lﬂfo)/@‘her true colours
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A Snow Covered Ramble =)

Snow still lay on the ground when about 30 membads | am definitely turming into a Grumpy Old Woman.
friends (plus 5 or 6 dogs), set off on Januaryfdspbur | have been emailing poor Councillor lan Reay (our
traditional Ramble to Aldbury and back. The sunrghdt ~ county councilior) about priorities on the grittirignt.
was quite cold, and attention was needed as itoftas Herts Highways could not even manage the bus ngpite
slippery; not just the snow, but also the churnpdnud from é/I{igWStreet into Cross Oak Road; or theess
where the snow had melted. The trees in the suisreoa toéh% or's surgery in Boxwell Road. It seerhe t
were beautiful, the Monument and Aldbury busy aily | s,,te,e;’% 1e road, the less gritting took place.nCitior
with Morris Dancers. About 18 took the walk backgda /Reay rightly pointed to grit shortages and ratigniout |
Bill Willett was, as usual, an entertaining ancbimhative \&m concerned about choices — in a town which gelsr
leader. Our thanks, once more, to him. | hope nediypu built on steep slopes and is inaccessible wheridyi It's

will join us on the summer ramble on Sunday, Juihe 6not SO much the going down, as the inability to lomtk
starting at 10.30am in front of the station andngoio. up. Still, we managed — we walked. He did say that
Cholesbury (and back). (/0 Berkhamsted Town Council would be collating all

‘\Vi\vf?:// comments on this subject to submit to Herts Highsatay
‘World Finance’ /\—/\ contribute to a full scale review later in the year

Before the ramble, we have our final talk of thassm, by

chairman Tony Statham, who will enlighten-us on Hilo Please send your comments to the Clerk on

Finance’. Come and find out more on ﬁuﬁ ay, AGthl Berkhamsted.towncouncil@dacorum.gqv.uk or on aepiec_
in the Sessions Hall from 8pm. /«.\ S of.paper. If enough' Berkhamst'ed residents maker thei

L voices heard, we might get a little more attentimxt
Membership Matters (Y time. Even if it is for 2030.

by Christopher Talbot-Ponson%yf\\\\\lg
Our Membership is in a sofkter:s@;% than it was time
last year as it now stands at 403. This includes 4h The experiment of closing local A& E departments ha
members who have joined si the last newslé¢tteve P g P

SN been such a success that London is the latesttarea
2%(23?{253{ memt/)/e[g\h@??ﬁ/jmbers before 1983 Whendﬁscover the advantages that this brings, with glam

7\‘ L’l;\\ . ¢ .. y .o 7
(Ed - 1974 just und//ﬁ69paid up members and it introduce ‘polyclinics’. Sound familiar”
600s in the ear,,[y\l996§/ although members now dieclu

Y%

households) | /\\\ The Trust Board had a meeting on 26th January, jost

\ couldn’t make it. It might have had something tovath

As we ha\/@\d;\oﬁi‘s’ifétenﬂy said “It's not just going tthe lastcouple I've attended where you are infarofehe
meetings, or receiving newsletters, but it is tphis have decisions made previously and the public input is
an influence and a say.” It is therefore very int@ot that minimal. | did, however, get provided with a cogytioe
we main in_our membership, because, if it consnige independent review of the services now providedhey
fall, we may no longer be listened to. A former nbem West Herts Hospital Trust and, naturally, you wolole
disagreed and said that “We are more than eved nd¢ t0 know what both the review and myself think ofr ou
@ﬁyﬂgy local government but by central governmasit Iocal General Hospital Services. The review wasmnak
\welll) Any influence of an association such as tpsrated during Sept/Oct 2009.

\hﬁ'—}t{é citizens is not only marginal but also mond.” Continues on

What do you think? www.bcacitizen.org.uk/news/cit0310.pdf

Hospital Update -Norman has been wading!



Litter Update - Colin Garrett Editorial - Norman Cutting is still thinking!

/ ’%
[ //

In the September edition dhe Citizenamongst theShock Horror, Snow in winter! x
editor's odds and ends, he mentioned my campaign to ( N
get litter off the residential streets ofes, | know the climate is supposed t%ﬁwﬁhging.
Berkhamsted. The result was fewer ‘phone calls theRRow we missed out on the ‘barbecu er

| had hoped. However, one of them was from {heghow we were promised a ‘mild and wet winter.
Chairman so | know that a good example is beingis&iow the we paid £billions to the metrologicalics
from the top. So far we have 42 volunteers butem@y have a purpose built complex; wmii;%ne of thetmos
are needed particularly in the streets that leath frpowerfu| computers in the Woﬂdih sunny Exeter, as
Charles Street down to the High Street, Cowper Rafé Bracknell facility did not prm/@e accurate agh
Park View Road, Boxwell Road and Kings ROa’drecasts for the 21st centt{ry S

itself. They are short streets but need regt' )

attention. | am happy to say that some roadseng,.
town attract so little litter that | will not loofor a g
resident to help keep them tidy.
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g-Gate Lan
(1éft)
_Gravel Path

For about a month our activities were somew /// (nght)
curtailed by the snow, but what a mess it revee _ x

when it thawed ! Any further offers to help dealhw

it will be gratefully received by e-mail a B O Continues on

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX — Of by 'phone on bCﬁ(‘fltlzen org.uk/news/cit0310.pdf

866694.

Bi (/ouldn 't resist this title)
Christmas Shop Window Competition SUS@% nson did warn us!

In association with Berkhamsted Town Council, \R@ije seem to get very upset when weather disrupts
sponsored and judged the Best Christmas: Stiwpbin collections. Understandably? Probablyoifi y
Window, looking at all premises in the High %@kﬁxve little room to store rubbish securely and wher
and in Lower Kings Road. “ \f ‘you cannot smell it. But such fury? There seem more
\//// important things to fume about when set beside, for
All the winners are presented with cert|f|c Sty instance, the state of the public borrowing
Chairman of the BCA, Tony Statham, at théquwement or the Haitian relief effort.
Berkhamsted Festival of Light on%ﬁday 6th

December and the overall winner Iso presert@gl men really do their best in the most appalling
with a cup, which they can dlSpHylﬁqu'fW'ndﬁW weather, and sometimes they cannot keep up the
the duration of the Christmas pe{ dn/ standards we expect. When it's minus 7, | tend to

( sympathise. But one thing has annoyed me, and it's

%dow displays,wg§out DBC’s priorities.
as ever, generally extre@@éi od, and some new
entrants this year made% hoice difficult, & § 5y 3 dedicated recycler and, despite having three
overall winners, for a second year in arow, Wes grey hin collections since just before Christmas, w
Kay of High Street Ih@f’/W'tty and inventive displaYaye not had one green bin collection since 9th
of Christmas meerkats brought a smile to everyongeember (I write this late January) despite their
faces, as well as ying their goods to the Bgsng scheduled and the snow having melted. | am
advantage. f?:\\\ told this is because black bins are overflowing.
The runnet %wére Forgive me, but_ is not Chris_tmas anc_l New \_(ear the
Number Tw Lower Kings Road fea3|est time to fill a green pln? Even if we hatteel
Peter Ji hrﬂ*llgh Street in the way of garden _rubblsh, are there_ not acfes o
at h Ome ‘com High Street cardboard and packaging, wreaths and bits of e,
food scraps to feed the five thousand? | have engre

The judges felt the standard,

There’s! é{electlon coming! bin full, ten extra green bags and | am still hgvia
// N\ collect cardboard in my utility room.

We jare hoping to once again arrange a hustingbéor

maidf candidates sometime in the month prior to the Am | alone?

event - Watch for posters and our web-site foritdeta



Town Amenities Sub-Committee
Gordon Bluck reports:

Many thanks to Tony Statham (Chairman) for stepping
into the breach as | forgot to do the last newslatport.

We are disappointed that the Environment Award ystaq

for 2008 has not been put up and we are workiggtohis ' ., U ; /
done. Regarding the 2009 competition, there were\so ; ) o
projects started and completed we will hold thegsr ¢o Hilary Talbot Pons?@b/}

this year and will have instead an illustrated taykJohn 1915 '2019/:\\\{:1/
Cook on the history of the award which will be refitreat ‘\\ ))

for the AGM. From Gordon Bluck AN

It is with great sadness | I@rh{éf}the death of Hilary
Two private parking signs at Lincoln Court, Chaseet Talbot-Ponsonby. This SaQﬁ;éS/SIS tempered with the
have appeared in the conservation area; we haeetetlj knowledge that she hac 'i&jeh:éfull life, vital war work
to the Borough Council. at Bletchley Park, local Councillor, National Council

of Women and of course'the BCA (a past Chairman),
A group has been formed called "Save our Berkhauifistgne |jst goes on anc/[mShe and her late husband till
to lobby specifically against housing developmeattthe ¢4 nd time to | \ﬁf) their family. | am sure that

top of Durrants Lane and a travellers’ site o : ; AP
Shootersway. Although the consultation period ht#lerswnl put her important life in context far better

Py .
finished we hope to foster closer links and hopgfget an me. Alt@/c ug she resigned from TA E.: a few
years ago, she- was a vital part of the Committee and
Chairmar

some members to join our TASC and main Committee: ‘ g
as anﬂ was always ready to hear her views

The boatyard has been sold so we can hope it Méhdtgwid not necessarily agree with them.
suitable development on the site. AIW%% ing me on my toes she was just the
Paperless planning Susan Johnson isn’t so sure fﬁersoqj eneeded with her experience and knowledge.
She was sadly missed when she resigned.

DBC’s Planning Department is having another go at

Vo -

getting agreement for paper copies of plans 'Qbﬁﬁiﬁm Su;an Johnson _
thing of the past. The idea is that it all goesuatand ' would liketo add my personal tribute to her. Shewas

there will be nothing to see at the Town Councif8 inspiration to mewhen | started my BCA activities,
offices, except on a screen at a council Plannif§member chatting to her over my front garden gate
Committee. 2 in Boxwell Road over twenty years ago and thinking

(.~ thatl could contributetolocal life asshedid. I had yet
You will either have to look on line i”lﬁggne, otz to return to local government work but | had two
Library; or go to Hemel to see a g&; copy. (o ¢hildren at alocal school and | had been Chairman of
good citizens of Hemel are b‘”m@? going to Hieeloca branch of the NCT. | loved talking to Hilary
disadvantaged!) Tough if y%db@( have a computeabout her war at Bletchley Park, her time on the
or know how to use one. | have.ene, and know howtban District Council, her family — and latterly
use it, but | do not relislﬁg‘bking at big plans argiving her alift to TASC meetings, right up until two
titchy screen, or trying to@%rg are one with theeot years ago. | will miss her company, her wisdom and
flicking backwards and forwards. And as for copihgr sense of fun.
with a series of plans ..” | have yet to see BTC’s
reaction to this, b{q{/((im\end to argue that thayéa The December 1999 profile is included in:
duty to their parishFOQéfs (especially the eldenres www.bcacitizen.org.uk/news/cit0310.pdf

and the techinophobes) to ensure a paper copy 15

available for ééfu”ﬁy at their offices. Contributions/letters/comments to:

\\\\\ T The Citizen
Counciuprs\mé?/ be computer buffs, but many &fo 15 Chestnut Drive, BERKHAMSTED, HP4 2JL
those,,;ﬁgy\r/e\]present are not. It's great to sagspia

glorious colour on a screen in a meeting, butdoas

not preclude their availability beforehand on aeab Web site: http://www.bcacitizen.org.uk
~on-paper. (For updates/corrections/additional information.)
“ (« 7//\‘ )) Chairman: Tony Statham, Ashlyns Lodge, Chesham Road, HP4 25T Tel: 876995

%\j// Membership Secretary: Christopher Talbot-Fonsonby, 38 Kitsbury Road, HP4 2EA  Tel: 5656862

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Association

Designed by Norman Cutting - 871851 & printed by The Print Centre - 876600




I ndependent Hospital report continued

Remember we are starting from the point agreechby t
West Herts Trust that all services would remaikiatel
until the new facilities are fully functional atefwatford
site. Wrong! Apparently all is not ready, but Herhak
been closed for services transferred anyway.

Remember that concerns were expressed on thelimgvel
time and how people might not make it to Watford. 1915-2010, ~

Wrong! You die either before the journey beginsvben , \\2

you get to hospital. Patients do not die in an darize. Chairman of Berkhamsted Citizens Association, member

of the old Urban District (;euﬁctf/ school  governor,
Remember the 4 hour waiting time? Up to 8 Ambulanéeunder member of the Berkhamsted Town Hall Trust -
were seen by the Independent report writers quedlegearejust someof the rolesinwhich Hilary has served
outside the AAU (not A&E, you note). Nothing to adith the community of Bﬁkhméd and Northchurch over

, P

the clock starting when patients attend receptiorinany years.
suppose? . \«

Shejoined the BCA Committee in 1972, was chairman in
| can remember being assured by the Chief Exequtare 1976 and 1977‘,@nd/ﬁiémbership secretary from 1979 to

Filochowski, when | queried what would happen 1881, thejOb\M%gPher son, Christopher now does. Her
Dacorum (including Berkhamsted and Tring) patieri@e husband Evelyn was chairman before her.

who currently have reasonably easy access to Hemel A N4

Hempstead, who might like visitors after being ktirc A ql@lkﬁ/architect, Hilary was for many years

hospital for a week or two, that patients wouldydmé in parti Uhelpful in vetting and commenting on

Watford for 48 hours maximum before either beipgrining applications and still offered advice as she

discharged or transferred to Hemel having beerilistadh. considered necessary to the Amenities Sub-Committee.
\\\\777/,\ /J

Indeed the layout of Watford confirms this at@ud‘éfﬂﬁ/g her other interests were the National Council of
Generators providing power, temporary ‘qu(ﬁé@omen of Great Britain where she was on the Transport
buildings acting as wards, no day room };f;}\w&f@’manent Working Party with specia interest in
televisions. Only small difficulties. The IndepentieRailways and Bicycles. She was President of the
report highlights are things like noise, nowhera Morthchurch Derby and Joan Club.

patients to be actually transferred to, no re@mﬁor

intermediate care, no discharges over thgw%eiééataﬁ Hilary has been honoured for her services to the town by
are just not available. \j/‘}f‘\\\b being made a patron of the Town Hall Trust and a life

/,\\ member of the BCA.

It was noted that the Watford facilifﬁi'swvorking fall

capacity and management a&//’pj%a}}é’ed that beinglileey died on 7th January and the funeral service took
efficient must mean they are providing good valae flace on 19th January at St Marys Church, Northchurch.

money - which, naturally, |é§lg@ 10le point. NoIres Jifficulties that ‘customers’ are prone 0 providee to
how the additional 20,000+ residents expected ndjfitting the expected ‘profile’ that managemplanned
Dacorum along over the next few years are goingelGo;, The Trust provide the answers expected whe
handled though. /'f\\‘l,,ﬁ%;;//‘ questioned and the data does look good, with nityrtal
S (\ ) _ . rates dropping and patient experiences rated highl
Concerns such as Ca:KEdark_'ng’ different organisati@ompliance with Patient Reported Outcome Measurs
occupying the same ‘reception area’ and other mifipbms) was over 96% which must be good. | get tr
operational difficulties are being addressed aytss eVenfegling that the fault lies with everyone else from
going as far as frying to get the various ‘serpimeviders’ ¢ siomers actually wanting treatment to the attittitat
to talk to .egeh\%th?r. For example, car parkingighbe pogpitals do not need buildings (that was a comrbgnt
resolvec}/lin\{hgﬂ/ lesign of the new Hemel ‘branchit,the e CE when asked about the Hemel buildings at
generators have been removed (so much for evesytighsyitation’ meeting in the civic centre) as trag not

being rgad\y// t site 1 before shifting from site Bhe \\hat the Trust should be involved with.
discharge arrangements will be raised with otherwié

actp\ally/i)c)roviding customers with suitable medimati The whole report runs to over 40 pages and availabi

(highlight and cut’'n’past link below)

e : p://www.wherts-
Generally, the independent report feels that theStvggt.nhs.uk/Documents/getinvolved/Board/2010/janL[zlry

Herts Hospital Trust is coping with the usual dittl Performance Board Report _West_ Jan10 final BFaesdf



Editorial continued from Page 3

OK, so we live on an island and without the weathealk about, we would be stuck for somethingag.
However - snow is snow and we live in the Chilteits with the operative word being ‘Hills’. We levin a@ent
park of the country, pay a fair amount for the plea and expect something for our money.

The first snow came just before Christmas, we HauliB6 to 8 inches and, I'll be honest, | was’
more effort wasn’t made to get roads cleared,tbmais Christmas and to actually have snow was altyovt cleared
away once the men got out and about and the sHackveather forecast actually being correctw

done. | think it's fair to say the town stoppeddle@nly it stayed ‘dead’ for a couple of da down the hills
on their own, Flattish bits of road became a cak jpar dented vehicles as drivers fou t a toop inches of
snow coupled with just a single track road - eigent of a cunning plan by county (C Road)lowing cars
to park both sides of road with just enough roomafdlini Moke to get through wi ny manoeuygrspace. |
am also confident that residents will not learnirthis experience! It all ende alright though, once the
temperature started to rise 48 hours latter, the started to be closed ‘due to ber ofchautis’.

Then another warning of snow. The powers that beiooisly thought that it couldn’t happ@inn&ba lot got

il came out of the siatwith
ld be put in placeherls elected
es and the office stadlild report

Meanwhile, neither the County Council, the Boro@uncil nor the Town Cou
flying colours. | have suggested to the Town Colutheit perhaps a syste
Town Councillors to report in about their ward geshs, during ‘abnor
up the chain so that suitable action taken quieldyen just a couple of cones across impassalidewoluld at least
provide a warning. One chap | tried to help turan in Chesham R@z mitted he got as far as Héwoeld cars
sliding all over the place on the hills and decitedome back ho ia that well known flat reatled Chesham
Road and they kept trying to get up even thouglag obviousm@re stuck!

Just to cheer you all up, I fell over and hurt nayrbon that Q%W known neglected road, SwiageG ane service
road. Don’t know why, but DBC housing chucked adbigalt e paths leading to the various blafkiats that
they own (in the end!). They also own this servimad andi s absolutely nuffin apart from gfgre of potholes!
Needless to say my stupid dog completely ignoregregdicament and just carried on practicing beisganiel.

Do | have enough room to explain what went e snowy period with the refuse collection s&¥ You

bet. I'm the editor and have the last say!

The Borough say one thing, don't use the | g@rress to keep residents informed that things lshaaged, only
for residents and staff to end up confus B say that the expected phrase ‘lessons wilkelaent and it will

not happen again’ is not really good en




