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February 2026 Newsletter of the Berkhamsted Citizens Association

Annual General Meeting & Environment Award

NOTICE is hereby given that the 101st Annual
General Meeting of the Berkhamsted Citizens
Association will be held in the Great Hall of the
Town Hall, Berkhamsted on

Thursday 26 March 2026 at 8 p.m.

Nominations for the posts of:

Chairman

Vice-Chairman

Hon. Treasurer

Hon. Secretary

Hon. Membership Secretary
Committee Members

should be submitted to the Hon. Secretary
(Miranda Cummins, 27 North Road, Berkhamsted
HP4 3DU) in writing not later than 24 hours
before the AGM. Consent of the person nominated
must be obtained previously.

Noupwp

Agenda

Apologies for absence

Minutes of the AGM held on 27th March 2024
Chairman’s Report

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

Election of Officers

Election of Committee Members
Appointment of Independent Examiner of
Accounts

Reminder: only paid up members present

at the AGM are allowed to vote

Following the formal business of the night there
will be a short break for a visit to the bar. This
will be followed by:

Environment Awards for 2025

There are 10 contenders for the Environment
Award, all completed by the end of 2025.

Guest Speaker

Sue Severn, Clerk to Berkhamsted Town Council

“Berkhamsted in Bloom”

Chairman’s Report
Ian Reay writes

chairman@berkhamstedcitizens.org.uk

As in previous years the Association promoted local
retailers with our annual best dressed shop window
competition. This year it took place after the Xmas
Lights celebration and was supported by the Town
Council. We have also continued with our New Year’s
Day Walk — weather permitting.

Over the last year the Association has intensified the
frequency of regular talks in the Clock Room of the Town
Hall, free to members but with a small charge for non-
members. Since last Autumn there have been five talks
by: a retired airline pilot about an airline mystery,
Berkhamsted School about their plans, a planning
barrister talking about development pressures in the town,
the Castle Trust about their recent purchase of grassland
along New Road, and a speaker with ideas about
reforming the health service. We plan to continue this
series through the next year.

Following their talk the school offered to show members
around the new Sixth Form building and several members
took advantage of this.

We are also, working with the Castle Trust to help with
their fundraising activities following their recent land
purchase.

We have also started to advertise local events of interest
in the town on our Facebook page. If anyone is organising
an event let us know.

By far the largest role that we undertake is the review of
all planning applications in the town by the Townscape
Committee. We comment to safeguard the character,
history and appearance of the town and its amenities. For
example, we have commented on the application by Lidl
where the Council decision prioritised an additional
supermarket at the expense of more affordable housing,
and the Sorbon estates development where a substantial
building for flats in the town centre threatens the integrity
of the historic High Street.

But the biggest issue in the town now is growing concern
about the proposal to build over 700 houses on a site at
the top of Swing Gate Lane, between the Hall Park area
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and the bypass. We have submitted comments on this
proposed development, chiefly aimed at the lack of
supporting transport infrastructure. Such is the public
interest in the town that our local MP hosted a public
meeting in February. What emerged from this meeting
was firstly how little influence local councils have on
large developments such as this, the councils have
housing targets that they need to meet, and the local plan
is subject to scrutiny by the Planning Inspectorate.
Secondly, it emerged that Berkhamsted is not well
represented on the Borough planning committee because
of the conflicts of interest arising from Berkhamsted
Councillors who are on both the Town Council and the
Borough Council.

The housing development in Berkhamsted and its
surroundings is placing unprecedented pressure on the
habitats on the Ashridge Estate. The concentration of car
parking and visitors in Monument Drive is causing severe
damage. In response the National Trust is developing a
mitigation plan by proposing to create three new visitor
hubs.

The sites they are looking at are:

e Land at Hill Farm, to the east of Northchurch
Common.

e  Ward’s Hurst Farm, to the north of the estate.

e Pitstone Quarry. This is currently under private
ownership, but it may pass to the National Trust
as a restored recreational area.

See the map below.

We are keen to recruit new volunteers to sit on our
Townscape committee. If you or someone you know is
interested in the way new buildings influence the sense of
place in Berkhamsted and would like to join our
committee then please get in touch with the Townscape
Chairman, Gordon Bluck. (mob. 07856 665813, email:
gordonbluck@hotmail.com).

We have got to the final stages of the winners, if any, of the Environment Award for 2025 and Simon
Heywood will present the short list after the business of the evening we will consider all the contenders for the

Environment Award 2025

Puddingstone Orchard, Northchurch Common
5 Kitsbury Terrace

35 Kitsbury Road

251 & 253 High Street

13 Shrublands Road

Berkhamsted School 6t form block, Mill Street
SANG at Castle Hill

SANG at Haresfoot Farm

22 Beech Hill Court

32 Upper Hall Park

3 bed house replacing caravan and sundry buildings
Replacement windows

Replacement windows

Replacement of front railings and gates
Refurbishment and conversion from nursing home
New development

(Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspaces)
(Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspaces)
External render and timber cladding etc

Terracing and landscaping

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Association
Contributions to the Editor: Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby, 15 Shrublands Avenue, HP4 3JH
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